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above the average in intelligence. She readily recognized that in
her childhood home, like Max in his many homes, she had become
habituated to a pattern of quarreling. Then, too, as a small girl
seeking individuality she had begun to take pride in her "frank-
ness." Jenny's conception of frankness was explosive indeed. It was
based on a maxim she had picked up from a Sunday-school teacher:
"It is as bad to think something as to say it" By this reasoning, if
you think your friend's new baby is homely, you may as well go
ahead and tell her so.
We seldom offer concrete advice to our clients. We did tell Jenny
that even if people cannot restrain themselves from thinking un-
complimentary thoughts, they can refrain from making cutting re-
marks without being insincere. We advised Jenny that the sooner
she began to hold her tongue the better off she would be.
A year after the counseling began, Jenny and Max went back to
living together again. Thek troubles were by no means ended, It
took them a long time to assess the damage of name-calling, to dis-
cover that vituperation may be an escape from problems, but is no
solution to them. Slowly Jenny and Max learned that there are no
bosses in successful marriages; there are only partners. Gradually
they became able to explore their differences of opinion with gen-
tleness and tact, instead of succumbing to a passion of rage and
thus destroying any possibility of reaching a compromise and a solu-
tion. There is some anger in all people, but Jenny and Max were
obliged to learn that for them anger was a warning to tread warily
and cautiously.
In the end the Zimmermans achieved an unusually successful
marriage. As they grew to understand themselves and each other,
their personalities and attitudes changed startlingly. They found
there was pleasure to be had in mutual appreciation and considera-
tion. Max stopped mocking Jenny's native state and her fondness
for paper-backed novels. For the first time lie allowed a television
set to be installed in the home. Watching some of the programs
with his sons brought fa™ closer to them and their interests.
For her part, Jenny allowed her hair to grow and wore more

